SEPTEMBER 2017

FOUNDATION WORKS TO BRING SUPPORT AND JOY
TO CANCER FAMILIES
“We’ve sent Foundation dollars to fund critical cancer research, cancer treatment facilities and to organizations that
provide support to families, but some of the most memorable and heartwarming efforts are those where we get to
connect directly with the children,” said Jen Sorenson, communications director for Iowa Select Farms and the Deb
and Jeff Hansen Foundation.
Throughout the year the Foundation plans special projects, kid-friendly events and surprise care packages for the
600 families of Children’s Cancer Connection. To date there are families in every county—over 200 communities—
who have a child who has been diagnosed with cancer. “Cancer impacts the entire family,” said Sorenson. “Everything
we do includes the siblings and parents—everyone is welcome. Each effort is unique, and is designed help make life
a little brighter and easier for families who are living with childhood cancer.
“We’ve made it our mission to not only support these special families, but to cheer them on as much as we can,” said
Sorenson. “We’ve really gotten to know some amazing people through our partnership with Children’s Cancer
Connection, we are continuously humbled by the bravery and resilience of these very special kids.”
Throughout the year, the Foundation ships out surprise care packages straight to the homes of families and also
organizes events at the Hansen Home for Hope, such as the recent Back-to-School Bash and upcoming Christmas
party, complete with presents and a visit from Santa. Here are the highlights—

VALENTINES DAY CARE PACKAGES
This past year, 600 children 200 Iowa communities received a special Valentine’s Day Care Package from the Deb and
Jeff Hansen Foundation and Iowa Select Farms. Inside each package, children found a cozy blanket, family activities
and candy, of course. Care packages were shipped directly to the homes of the families where kids enthusiastically
ripped open the decorated box, many of the families sharing photos of the event back to the Iowa Select Farms’
Facebook page. Even grandparents chimed in, with one writing, “Iowa Select Farms, you touched our hearts today,
as our Granddaughter Anna Richmond received a package today in the mail. Bless you, Duane and Marie DeGroote.

GRILLING SEASON PORK BUCKS
This summer those same families opened their mailboxes to find $40 in Pork Bucks and recipes cards —
a special and surprise gift from their pork-loving fans. “We are a family of seven and we love pork, so you
can be sure we will put it to good use,” said one recipient in a handwritten note back to us. “My eight year
old daughter, Moriah,—who is our Children’s Cancer Connection kiddo and future baker— sorted
through every single recipe and her response was, ‘Mom! Some of these recipes looks awesome,
especially the bacon pancake cupcakes!”
Another note came in from the mom of Elise, a brain stem cancer survivor, who said she had a family of
eight. “We have a large grocery bill each week, we’ll definitely put the Pork Bucks to great use—we are
so appreciative!”
Pork Bucks are just like any other coupon and can be reimbursed at local grocery stores for fresh pork,
ham, ribs, bacon and ground pork. “Whether they are planning a few final end of summer BBQs or
stashing them away for crockpot season we wanted to give them a reason to bring their families
together—and great food does just that,” said Sorenson.

BACK TO SCHOOL BASH
The now annual Back-to-School Bash is held at Hansen Home for Hope where children come to celebrate
the beginning of the school year and pick out free school supplies, all donated by Iowa Select Farms and
the Deb and Jeff Hansen Foundation. Employees of Iowa Select Farms obtain school supply lists from
area schools to use as a guide, and then collect backpacks, scissors, crayons, paper, folders, art supplies,
pencils, pens, markers, rules and tissue boxes for the kids.
The evening kicks off with a picnic dinner followed by “recess,” where kids play hopscotch, blow bubbles,
play “tag” and take part in other school inspired games. After recess, kids are organized into groups and
rotate through several “classes” where they complete crafts and school-related activities, such as
decorating pencil cases to creating backpack tags. At the end of the event, each child selects a
backpack, decorates it with their tag and then stuffs it full of school supplies.

CHRISTMAS PARTY
It’s true when they say the holiday season is the “most wonderful time of the year,” especially at the
Hansen Home for Hope. Nearly 75 children come to the Hansen Home for Hope for the annual Holiday
Drop Off + Children’s Party. The activity allows parents of families undergoing cancer treatment an
evening to shop for presents, enjoy a quiet dinner or run errands while their children enjoyed pizza,
crafts and bingo.
Iowa Select Farms employees teamed up with Children’s Cancer Connection staff and volunteers to
organize the crafts and activities throughout the evening. A short program includes a reading of
“Twas The Night Before Christmas” and a visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus.
Iowa Select Farms and the Deb and Jeff Hansen Foundation also provided a present for every child
who attends, and the crafts completed by the children earlier in the evening are wrapped and
presented to the parents during pick-up. Four lucky families also win drawings for giant stuffed
teddy bears.

And here’s a teaser…we’re working right now on the next spook-tacular care package,
be prepared to be frightened!

FOUNDATION SUPPORTS BLANK CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL AND
CHILDREN’S CANCER CONNECTION
The Deb and Jeff Hansen Foundation is proud to have provided $250,000 to assist in the establishment
of the Cancer and Blood Disorders Center at Blank Children’s Hospital in Des Moines. The Cancer and
Blood Disorders Center, designed uniquely for kids and families, cares for 600 patients throughout the
year, performing approximately 200 procedures and 7,000 infusions annually.
The Deb and Jeff Hansen Foundation also donated an additional $250,000 to assist in the creation
of Children’s Cancer Connection’s Hansen Home for Hope. Located just minutes from Blank Children’s
Hospital, the Hansen Home for Hope offers a place for families with children undergoing oncology
treatments to gather for events, programs and numerous services for patients, parents and siblings.
Hansen Home for Hope also provides a warm and welcoming space for families utilizing services
and care at Blank Children’s Hospital to do laundry, take a shower, cook a meal and relax.
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