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DEB AND JEFF HANSEN FOUNDATION ANNOUNCE $300,000
LEAD DONATION TO CHILDREN’S CANCER CONNECTION
FOR HANSEN HOME FOR HOPE
The Deb and Jeff Hansen Foundation is helping Iowa children and families
battling cancer in a major way with a $300,000 lead donation to Children’s
Cancer Connection toward the establishment of the Hansen Home For Hope.
The Children’s Cancer Connection, established in 1988, provides programs
and services for recreation, education and support to children and their
families battling childhood cancer. The organization now serves more than
500 families who are living, being treated or were diagnosed in the state of
Iowa. All services are offered at little or no cost and no one is ever turned away due to financial considerations.
“Children’s Cancer Connection always had in mind a home-away-from-home for families battling childhood
cancer as we believe this is a journey that affects the entire family,” says Mark Slocum, Children’s Cancer
Connection executive director. “Now, thanks to the Deb and Jeff Hansen Foundation, that dream is a reality.”
Located at 2708 Grand Avenue in Des Moines, the Hansen Home For Hope won’t be a residential facility,
Slocum says, but a place that’s comfortable and home-like for families needing a respite from the institutional
environment of a hospital. “We hope to be able to provide families the little things we take for granted at home
but aren’t available at the hospital like personal bathroom facilities, a place to do laundry, prepare a meal or a
place to take a quiet nap before they return to the hospital.”
Childhood-cancer patients and families are referred to Children’s Cancer Connection by Blank Children’s
Hospital in Des Moines and the University of Iowa’s Children’s Hospital in Iowa City. Children’s Cancer
Connection programs include hospital-based patient services, family support services and outings, camps
and retreats for both patients and families, and survivor support services.
Slocum says his discovery of the building, destined to become the Hansen Home For Hope, seemed as if it
was “meant to be.” “We weren’t really looking for anything in particular, but one day I saw this building that
was for sale and I was drawn to go in and see it. After just the first five steps in the building, I knew this was
the place we needed.”
“We then went to the Deb and Jeff Hansen Foundation and said, ‘This is our dream’ and asked if they wanted
to be a part of that dream. It was a perfect fit for them,” Slocum recalls.

A Walk Through the
Hansen Home for Hope
Walking into Children’s Cancer Connection
is like walking into a home. With four floors,
each offering various services of comfort and
hope, it’s easy to say that the Hansen Home
for Hope is the perfect fit for serving children
and families battling childhood cancer.
The top floor has a large open space feel and
three cozy niches geared towards all ages. This
space invites families to share their journey,
connect, and become a part of each other’s
support systems and family. Having a family
space for games, activities and educational
programs for young and old truly fulfills the
mission of Children’s Cancer Connection.
The second and third floors allow a place of
respite from the hustle and bustle of
childhood cancer. Parents can relax, return
calls, work on their computers, do laundry
and take a shower all while in a quiet and
home-like space—free of IV poles and
beeping machines. Kitchens equipped with
all of the essentials help families connect
while sharing a meal.
The basement is a place for recreation and fun.
Allowing for creativity in the arts and crafts
room is therapeutic for a child’s journey, but
most importantly, they can leave their hand
print for all those who enter to let them know
they aren’t alone. A theatre room decked out
with costumes and props invites children to
dress up and imagine themselves as super
humans and show off their inner heroism.
Because older kids need a space as well, a
“hang-out” room is full of comfy couches, an
entertainment center and games so teens can
connect with others their own age. A snack
center offers an array of food and beverages
to the busy families and a workout room offers
parents a space to exercise and regroup from
the stresses of childhood cancer.
Strolling throughout each floor, there are
photos of smiles, laughter, and faces of those
whose journeys go unnoticed. A wall filled
with Camp Heart Connection oncology and
sibling camp shirts are more than just a
framed shirt, they are a time capsule filled
with the memories of summer, new friends,
and the lives of so many. Even the littlest
rooms were transformed into magical places
allowing for each child to have a sense of
normalcy and freedom.
The Hansen Home for Hope isn’t just a
house, it’s a home. A place for children and
families to connect with one another and
provide a sense of hope and support for
their entire journey.
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Starting at Blank Children’s Hospital
“The Deb and Jeff Hansen Foundation was proud to contribute a
quarter of a million dollars to the new Children’s Cancer and Blood
Disorder Center at Blank Children’s Hospital in 2013,” says Deb Hansen,
co-founder of the Deb and Jeff Hansen Foundation. “It’s a state-ofthe-art facility that provides excellent patient care and a welcoming
environment for children and their families.”
“At the completion of that project, we asked Dr. Wendy WoodsSwafford (Medical Director of the Blank Children’s Cancer and Blood
Disorder Center and member of the Children’s Cancer Connection’s
Board of Directors), ‘What’s next?’ Without hesitation she spoke of this
tremendous organization called Children’s Cancer Connection that
helps the entire family through the entire journey of childhood cancer.”
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“We’ve formed a strong relationship with Children’s Cancer Connection,
their programs, their people and their patient families,” says Deb Hansen,
“we have a perfect match to one of our Foundation’s core areas of
supporting organizations who work to find a cure for childhood cancers
and improve the quality of life for cancer patients and their families.”
“I know how important it
is to create a network of
support around adults
battling cancer, let
alone a child,” Hansen
says. “We applaud the
important and meaningful
services provided by
Children’s Cancer
Connection to help
children and families.”
“We are proud to be able
to help them fulfill their
vision of creating a place
free of fear, free of
embarrassment and
full of hope, warmth,
encouragement and
friendship,” Hansen says.
“And here we are now,
together, fulfilling a
dream and a vision to
do great things to show
support to those brave,
courageous and special
families who are coping
with cancer.”
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